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EPIC Urges the Trump Administration to Lift Aid Freeze

WASHINGTON, DC - Today, the Enabling Peace in Iraq Center (EPIC), a charity with a 27-
year history promoting peace and developmentin Irag and the Kurdistan Region, strongly
challenged the Trump administration’s abrupt decision to freeze nearly all U.S. foreign
assistance — a move that disrupts lifesaving programs, undermines long-standing
humanitarian commitments, and creates unnecessary instability in regions already facing
severe crises.

By impounding congressionally-appropriated funds, this executive order places
humanitarian agencies, frontline workers, and local partners in an impossible position.
Programs supporting food security, healthcare, refugee assistance, and crisis response
have been abruptly halted, leaving millions—including internally displaced persons (IDPs)
and refugees—without critical support. In some of the world’s most vulnerable
communities, this freeze will cost lives.

A 90-day review of U.S. foreign assistance does not require a stop-work order. A
responsible review could be conducted without halting aid, creating uncertainty, or
disrupting essential services. Humanitarian organizations, including those working in Iraq,
Jordan, Ethiopia, and South Sudan, have received direct orders to stop operations—forcing
food, healthcare, and refugee assistance programs to an immediate halt. The
administration’s approach risks damaging trust with local partners and stakeholders,
weakening America’s vital contribution in global humanitarian efforts.

Recognizing the disastrous consequences, the State Department has issued an exemption
for emergency food aid, but this is not enough. Food security requires more than rations—it
depends on livelihoods, market access, and long-term resilience. With 51% of global food
security funding coming from the U.S., this freeze has already created significant
disruptions worldwide.

We urge the administration to rescind the executive order to ensure that all vital
humanitarian assistance continues without unnecessary delay. With global instability
on the rise, the United States must strengthen—not undermine—its commitment to
humanitarian principles and the communities that depend on them.
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