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National public opinion survey of  
eligible voters in Iraq
In June 2021, EPIC’s field office conducted telephone interviews with a nationally representative sample of 
1,068 eligible voters across Iraq. The selected sample size was 1,068 plus an additional 10 percent (107)  
cushion to account for unreachable respondents and those who did not wish to participate. The survey ended 
when responses reached the target figure of 1,068. 

Using advanced survey software and Iraqi government data, the sample size was calculated to ensure a margin 
of error that does not exceed ±3 percent at a 95 percent confidence level. According to the Central Statistical 
Organization (CSO) of Iraq’s Ministry of Planning, Iraq’s total population was estimated to be 39,127,900 as of 
2019. EPIC also used data from the CSO to determine how Iraq’s population is distributed across the country’s 
18 provinces.

The sample included a proportionate representation of Iraq’s 18 or provinces based on each province’s share 
of the national population. A near equal number of men and women were selected for interviews in each 
province based on the country’s male-to-female ratio of 1.01 (2020 estimate) as reported by the Population 
Division of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs.

The primary objective of the survey was to measure how Iraqis of voting age perceive key actors and issues 
related to governance, demands for political and economic reforms, and the Tishreen protest movement that 
emerged in October 2019. The survey also measured public perceptions of the country’s electoral process and 
the political parties competing for votes, with an emphasis on the parliamentary elections held in 2018, and 
elections scheduled for October 2021.

The survey and its findings are part of a year-long endeavor by EPIC to study Iraq’s Tishreen movement and 
its prospects for power. You can read EPIC’s full report: The Long Game: Iraq’s “Tishreen” Movement and the 
Struggle for Reform here. 

About EPIC
 
Enabling Peace in Iraq Center (EPIC) is an international nonprofit organization dedicated to the advancement 
of peace and development in Iraq. Founded in 1998, EPIC is headquartered in Washington, DC, with a field  
office in Erbil. The Center has a long history of working directly with civil society leaders and communities 
across Iraq to support vulnerable populations, monitor human security, and inform public policy. EPIC’s 
ultimate vision is a safe and prosperous Iraq in which all citizens live free from want and fear, and with dignity. 
The Center is currently focused on supporting Iraqi efforts to improve governance and human rights, promote 
peace and recovery in conflict affected areas, and combat climate change while mitigating its impact on  
vulnerable populations.

https://enablingpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Tishreen_Report_October_2021.pdf
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