
 

 

 

                                                  

Jul. 7, 2014.  Students wait in line to receive new shoes from TentEd in Erbil  
(Younes Mohammad). 

The ongoing civil war in Syria is contributing to the worst 

humanitarian crisis of the 21st Century, forcing millions of 

Syrians to flee their homes and seek refuge in neighboring 

countries. Iraq’s Kurdistan Region is currently hosting 

more than 218,000 registered Syrian refugees (UNHCR). 

More than half of these refugees are urban based.  

Of the Syrians who have fled to Iraq, 92,000 are school 

aged children. The majority of these students are not able 

to attend school because they have fallen behind in their 

studies, cannot afford transportation, or do not have the 

necessary school supplies to continue in their education. 

Under the auspices of the Education for Peace in Iraq 

Center (EPIC), TentEd was launched to support the unmet 

educational needs of Syrian children and teachers in Iraq. 

TentEd seeks to help Syrian refugee students as they return 

to their studies. On June 7th, TentEd co-founder Zack Bazzi 

traveled to Iraqi Kurdistan and returned to many of the same 

camps where he had spent time volunteering last year. Zack  

had the opportunity to sit down with students, educators, aid 

workers, and local officials as they identified their concerns 

regarding the urgent needs of their students. With that 

information, TentEd was able to tailor its work to fit the 

needs of the educators and children.  

The Domiz Refugee Camp, the largest in Iraq, houses 

58,000 Syrians, with over 15,420 under the age of 18. In 

the camp, TentEd is working with the Afreen Elementary 

and Derek Secondary schools, with more than $2,700, in 

donations.  

TentEd was able to supply 300 Arabic books (science, 

history, geography, and literature) to children at Afreen 

Elementary School. Most refugee children are not literate 

in Kurdish, which is the official language of the Kurdistan 

Region. By providing Arabic books, TentEd is helping the 

educators further tailor to the student’s needs. At Derek 

Secondary School, TentEd supplied items requested by 

the school’s faculty, such as storage lockers, trash cans 

and a security light, as well as supplies to aid both the 

teachers and students, including 300 white board markers, 

205 boxes of pencils, and two boxes of A4 paper. 

 

Jul. 7, 2014. Teachers at Afreen Elementary School with the 
new additions to the school library (Zack Bazzi/TentEd). 



 
 

By providing school supplies and transportation to 

“Catch-up School” in Erbil, the largest city in the 

Kurdistan region, TentEd was able to improve the 

education environment for urban-based Syrian refugee 

students at the Garanawa Elementary School. With 

$14,187, TentEd was able to arrange for bus 

transportation to and from school for the months of July, 

August and September, as well as crucial supplies for 

individual students including 200 school uniforms, 200 

school stationery kits, and 97 pairs of shoes for first and 

second graders. 

Within five weeks, TentEd made a rapid impact on the 

educational needs of Syrian schoolchildren attending three 

schools in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. TentEd worked 

with educators and like-minded organizations to target the 

needs of Syrian refugee students in the city of Erbil and 

the Domiz Refugee camp near the city of Dohuk. 

With generous donations from supporters like you, we 

raised more than $17,000 for TentEd. With requests from 

the International Volunteers of Yamagata (IVY) and the 

educators in the Domiz refugee camps, TentEd was able to 

provide the necessary support for urban and camp-based 

Syrian refugee students. Your contributions are bringing a 

meaningful change to the lives of these students. 

Here’s what we received from the parents of Diyar, one 

of the hundreds of children helped by Tented: 

“Warm greetings to EPIC. We deeply 

appreciate your efforts to offer educational 

services to our children, and we encourage you 

to continue to support our child’s access to 

education. We ask God to bless you.”  

Every child deserves an education. No child should miss 

school because they can’t afford the bus fare, or have to 

go to class without the proper school uniform or basic 

supplies. And no teacher should have to teach students 

without adequate tools. TentEd will continue to work hard 

to make that vision a reality in Erbil and the Domiz 

Refugee Camp.  
 

Thank you for helping us do good things! 

 

 

 

 

Zack 

Dohuk, Iraq  
 

Jul. 10 2014. Zack with Lydia, Sheelan and Risa of the International 
Volunteers of Yamagata (IVY), our partner in Erbil (Risa Nishimura). 


